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ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 22, 2025 BY VANESSA PEÑA This story originally aired in the June 16, 2024 episode of Inside Appalachia.

This article was originally published by WV Public 

Broadcasting, a newsroom whose mission is to educate, 

inform, and inspire our people by telling West Virginia’s story.
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Contributors include Gardenn, DJ Monstalung, & Stunna T’s
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Why is this album 
so special?

BY BBGBY BBG

On August 2, June Appal Recordings 
released No Options: Hip-Hop in Appalachia! 
You can order it through Bandcamp.

Order your copy 
now through June 
Appal’s Bandcamp 
by scanning the QR:

“Hip-hop in Appalachia is a testament to the 
enduring power of music to forge connections 
and give voice to the marginalized. The fusion 
of hip-hop culture with the region’s rich cultural 
heritage has resulted in a unique form of 
artistic expression that speaks to the resilience 
and creativity of the people of Appalachia.”

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED AUGUST 4, 2024
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“West Virginia has a hip-hop history that 
needs to be seen and heard,” says Leeshia. 
“We have talent here, and we have stories 
that deserve recognition. I want to make 
sure our artists, past and present, are 
documented in a way that lasts.”
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Scan the 

QR to see 

Leeshia’s 

latest videos:

PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 19, 2024

West Virginia hip-hop is not 

just surviving—it’s thriving.
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BY MATTHEW YOUNG ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED JANUARY 28, 2025

THIS ARTICLE WAS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED BY REAL WV

“We’re gonna do the 

impossible, that’s what’s 

getting ready to happen – I’m 

gonna do the impossible.”
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“With God, all things are possible,”�
����������	�

“At the end of 

the day, I know 

that, and we’re 

gonna do the 

impossible.”
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Watch Stephen 

Thomas’s music 

videos here:
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BY HUGH CANADA ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED JULY 10, 2023

A celebration of the forgotten rabble-rappers of Mountain State rap 

from the Chuck City and beyond.
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“The artists active 
at this time deserve 
acknowledgment 
and gratitude for the 
work they put into 
creating the future 
face of hip-hop 
in West Virginia.”
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Photo from a Charleston High Year book featuring 

Ernie White, Marcus Prieto, and Randy Prieto who you 

will read about.

In the full article 

you’ll learn about:
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“In West Virginia, 
these sounds could 
sometimes be 
heard in Charleston 
on radio station 
1490 AM WRVZ. 
Having rap and 
hip-hop on an 
AM station shows 
how challenging 
it was at the time, 
especially in West 
Virginia, for this 
genre of music to 
get radio airplay.”
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“Capital City 

Pop Princess”
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Interview with Gardenn by 

NeeNee Incognita
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ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED
 AUGUST 1, 2024

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT BLACKBYGOD.ORG
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When you shop with us, you get stylish 

and trendy products and contribute to 

a meaningful cause. Every purchase 

you make goes towards supporting 

BlackByGod.org, an independent Black-

owned news and storytelling organization 

that centers Black voices in West Virginia 

and central Appalachia.

SCAN HERE

TO SHOP
Check it out at BlackByGod.shop or by 

scanning the QR code
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Thank You Ms. Sheila!

DOC.SEUS 

HD AKA THE 

JREAM LOYALTY 

B4 ROYALTY-

STRUGGLE TALK 

MIXTAPE VL.1
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This first edition of Black By God Hip-Hop was created for 
distribution at the third annual Word on the Block event. 

A Look Back at “Hip Hop: A Black Tie Affair” — Where Elegance Met the Beat
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Wheeling: A Hip-Hop Hub in the Making
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What Happened at the Event?
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Why It Matters?
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Fashion Buzz

Visit Jet Life Apparel 

in Charleston on Leon 

Sullivan Way or at the 

Barboursville Mall
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Fill your head to the 
tip-top with all things 
WV hip-hop: 
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Know Your Rights: A Guide for Immigrants 
Facing Police or ICE Encounters 

Conozca Sus Derechos: Una 
Guía para Inmigrantes que 

Enfrentan Encuentros 
con la Policía o ICE
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������BY ACLUWV SPONSORED CONTENT

CONTENIDO 
PATROCINADO
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Passing the Mic: A Lyrical Legacy
BY LEESHIA LEE
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